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   Susan L. Einbinder 

18 Imperial Place # 3E 

Providence, RI 02903 

860-942-2342 

 

WORK HISTORY 

University of Connecticut 

 Professor, Hebrew & Judaic Studies and Comparative Literature 

 Dept. of Literatures, Cultures and Languages, August 2012 – 

 

Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion (Cincinnati, OH) 

 Professor, Hebrew Literature, 2001-2012. 

 Associate Professor,1996-2001; Assistant Professor, 1993-1996. 

Courses include introductory surveys and electives in medieval and modern Hebrew 

literature; medieval Jewish history survey and a required survey on the prophetic literature 

of the Bible in the spring 2011. 

  

University of Maryland, Dept. of Hebrew and East Asian Languages (College Park, MD) 

 Visiting Lecturer, 1992-1993. 

 Courses: Biblical Poetry; Modern Israeli Fiction; Hebrew Bible as Literature;  

Holocaust Fiction. 

 

New York University - General Studies Program (NY, NY), 1990-1992. 

Adjunct: Introd. to Ancient Western Civilization; Medieval & Renaissance Civilization;  

Student advisement; Higher Education Opportunities Program (HEOP) instruction. 

 

Manhattan School of Music, Humanities Department (NY, NY), 1990-1992. 

 Adjunct: The Artist & Social Responsibility; Readings on Art and Performance Theory. 

 

Colgate University – Dept. of Philosophy & Religion (Hamilton, NY) 

 Visiting Instructor and Chaplain to Jewish Students, 1987-88. 

 Courses:  The Bible as Literature; GNED (General Education) Introduction to Western 

 Civilization; Israeli Fiction. 

 

EDUCATION 

October 1991 - Ph.D., English & Comparative Literature (M.Phil., honors, 1986; M.A., 1978) 

 Columbia University, NY, NY.  Dissertation:  Mucārad a as a Key to the Literary  

 Unity of the Muwashshah , supervised by Joan Ferrante (with Pierre Cachia of Columbia 

and Menahem Schmelzer of the Jewish Theological Seminary). 

May 1983 - Rabbinic ordination  (M.A.H.L.,1981) Hebrew Union College - NY. 

May 1976 - B.A., Mathematics, magna cum laude, Brown University, Providence,  RI. 

 

AWARDS & HONORS 

 

Fellow, Medieval Academy of America (2017-) 

Fellow, American Academy of Jewish Research (2022-) 
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2021-2023 : Visiting Scholar, Dept. of Religious Studies, Brown University. 

Fall 2019 :  Mandel Dept. of Jewish History, Visiting Faculty Fellowship, Hebrew University 

(Mt. Scopus). 

Spring 2019 :  Visiting Faculty Fellowship, Department of Judaic Studies, Brown University. 

2018  : Visiting Faculty Fellowship, Dec. 15, 2018 to Jan. 15, 2019.  Center for            

  Mediterranean Studies, University of Haifa, Israel. 

2016        :  Center for Advanced Study, Ludwig Maxmilien University, Munich. Summer  

  Fellowship (with Eva Haverkamp, Peter Lenhardt). 

2015-16       :  University of Connecticut Humanities Center (UCHI).  Fellowship. 

2009-10       :  New York Public Library, Cullman Center for Writers and Scholars, fellow. 

Spring 2006 :  John Simon Guggenheim Foundation fellowship (awarded spring 2004).  

Spring 2005 :  American Philosophical Society, sabbatical grant. 

2004-05      :   Institute for Advanced Studies, Princeton, NJ (fall member, spring visitor). 

Spring 2000 :  National Humanities Center, Research Triangle Park, NC, fellow. 

Fall 1999        :  Shelby Cullom Davis Center, Princeton University, NJ, fellow. 

1988-1989   :  National Foundation for Jewish Culture, dissertation fellowship. 

1986-1987   :  Fullbright Foundation dissertation fellowship (Jerusalem) 

1983            :  Lady Davis Foundation Fellowship trust (not used) 

1980-1983       :  HUC-JIR:  Rabbi Harold Gordon Memorial Prize for general excellence (1982); 

Rabbi Hugo Hahn Memorial Prize in History (1982);  Rebekah Kohut Memorial Prize for best 

essay on Hebrew Poetry (1982); Rebekah Kohut prize in Bible (1980); Aaroni Prize in Modern 

Hebrew (1980).  

        

PUBLICATIONS and PAPERS 

 

BOOKS, PUBLISHED LECTURES. 

 

Writing Plague:  Jewish Responses to the Great Italian Plague (Philadelphia: University of 

Pennsylvania Press, 2023. 

 

After the Black Death: Commemoration and Plague among Iberian Jews (Philadelphia: University 

of Pennsylvania Press, 2018). 

 

No Place of Rest: Medieval Jewish Literature, Expulsion, and the Memory of France (Philadelphia:  

University of Pennsylvania Press, 2009). 

 

Beautiful Death: Jewish Poetry and Martyrdom in Medieval France (Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

University Press, 2002).   

 

Trial by Fire: Burning Jewish Books. (Published lecture) Lectures on Medieval Judaism at Trinity 

University, Occasional Papers, III (Kalamazoo, MI: Medieval Institute Publications, Western 

Michigan University, 2000). 35pp. 
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ARTICLES, ENCYCLOPEDIA ENTRIES 

 

Introduction to Edward Reichman, Pondering Pandemics in Pre-Modern Jewish History (Shikey 

Press, 2022), pp. 0000. 

 

“Poetry, Prose and Pestilence: Joseph Concio and Jewish Responses to the 1630 Italian Plague,” 

Shirat Dvorah: Essays in Honor of Dvorah Bregman, ed. Haviva Yishai (Be’er Sheva: Ben Gurion 

University and Mossad Bialik, 2018), *73-*101. 

 

 “’Your words are the truth’:   Rabbi Qalonymous and Archibishop Ruthard of Mainz,” 

contribution to an essay cluster, “On Lying,” in Speculum 93.1 (Jan 2018): 91-100. 

 

 “Anti-Jewish Violence and the Pastoureaux,” in Wendy Turner, ed., Medieval Trauma (Brill, 

2018). 

 

Conclusion, Expulsion and Diaspora Formation: Religious and Ethnic Identities in Flux from 

Antiquity to the 17th Century, ed. John V. Tolan (Leiden: Brilll, 2015), 231-37. 

 

“Exegesis and Romance: Revisiting the Old French Translation of Kallir,” Jews and Christians in 

Thirteenth-century France, eds. Elisheva Baumgarten and Judah D. Galinsky (NY: Palgrave 

MacMillan, 2015), 235-49 and appendix 249-59, bilingual translation in collaboration with Samuel 

N. Rosenberg. 

 

 “A Death in Wisdom’s Court: Poetry and Martyrdom in 13th-Century Castile,” Christianity and 

Culture in the Middle Ages, festschrift for John van Engen, eds. Lisa Wolverton and David Mengel 

(Notre Dame Press, 2015), 253-80. 

 

“Seeing the Blind: The Lament for Uri haLevi and Hysterical Blindness among Medieval Jews,”  

Jewish Studies Quarterly 20.1 (2013): 9-32. 

 

 “Latin into Hebrew – Twice Over! Presenting Latin Scholastic Medicine to a Jewish Audience,”  

co-authored with Michael McVaugh, in Resianne Fontaine and Gad Freudenthal, eds., Latin-into-

Hebrew: Texts and Studies (Leiden: Brill, 2013), 31-44 and appendix edition. 

 

“Prison Prologues: Jewish Prison Writing from Late Medieval Aragon and Provence,” Journal of 

Medieval Religious Cultures 38.2 (2012): 137-58. 

 

“Moses Rimos: Poems and Recipes of a Jewish Physician in Italy,” The Experience of Jewish 

Liturgy: Studies Dedicated to Menahem Schmelzer, ed. Debra Blank (Leiden: Brill, 2011), 63-81. 

 

 “Moses of Roquemaure: Poetry, Polemic, and Conversion,” in Giving a Diamond: Essays in 

Honor of Joseph Yahalom on the Occasion of his 70th Birthday, eds. Wout van Bekkum, Naoya 

Katsumata  (Leiden: Brill – Études sur le Judaïsme Médiéval XLIX, 2011), 279-92. 

 

“Meir Alguades: History, Empathy, and Martyrdom,” Religion and Literature, ed. Kathryn Kerby-

Fulton (South Bend, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 2010), 185-209. 
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“Moses Rimos: Poetry, Poison and History,” Italia 20 (2010): 67-91. 

 

“Theory and Practice: A Jewish Physician in Paris and Avignon,” Association for Jewish Studies 

Review 33.1 (April 2009), 135-154.     

 

“Poetry, Medieval: Christian Europe.” Entry, Cambridge Dictionary of Judaism & Jewish Culture, 

ed., Judith Baskin (Cambridge, 2011), 480-82. 

 

“Recall from Exile: Literature, Memory and Medieval French Jews,” Jewish Quarterly Studies, 

15.3 (2008), 225-240. 

 

“God’s Forgotten Sheep: Jewish Poetry and the Expulsion from France (1306),” Masoret haPiyyut 

4, eds. Benjamin Bar Tikva and Ephraim Hazan (Ramat Gan: Bar Ilan University, 2008), 55*-82*. 

 

“The Jewish Martyrs of Grenoble: Martyrdom and Biography,” ed. Philip Soergel, Studies in 

Medieval and Renaissance History: Nation, Ethnicity, and Identity in Medieval and Renaissance 

Europe (NY: AMS Press, 2006), 1-25. 

 

“On the Borders of Exile: The Poetry of Solomon Simhah of Troyes,” in Teodolinda Barolini, ed., 

Medieval Constructions in Gender and Identity: Essays in Honor of Joan M. Ferrante (Tempe, 

Arizona, Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 2005), 69-86. 

 

“A Proper Diet: Medicine and History in Crescas Caslari’s Esther (1327),” Speculum 80.2 (2005): 

437-63. 

 

“Hebrew Poems for ‘the Day of Shutting In’: Problems and Methods.” Revue des Études Juives. 

163/1-2 (Jan-Jun 2004): 111-35. 

 

Entry, “Jewish Hagiography,” Dictionary of the Middle Ages. Supplement volume. 2004.  

 

"Signs of Romance: Hebrew Prose in the Twelfth Century Renaissance," in Jews and Christians in 

Twelfth-Century Europe, eds. Michael A. Signer and John van Engen (Notre Dame, IN: University 

of Notre Dame, 2000), 221-34.  

 

"Meir of Norwich: Persecution and Poetry among Medieval English Jews," Journal of Medieval 

History 26.2 (2000): 145-63. 

 

"Jewish Women Martyrs: Changing Representations," Exemplaria 12.1 (2000): 105-128. 

 

"The Troyes Elegies: Jewish Martyrology in Hebrew and Old French," Viator 30 (1999): 201-230. 

 

"Pucellina of Blois: Romantic Myths and Narrative Conventions" Jewish History 12:1 (1998):29-

46.     
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Minhag 'Ammi - My People's Prayer Book I - The Sh'ma and its Blessings, ed. Lawrence A. 

Hoffman (Vermont, Jewish Lights Publishing ,1997).  Commentary on medieval perspectives on 

and interpretations of the standard morning liturgy. 

       

Review-essay, Women of the Word: Jewish Women and Jewish Writing, ed. Judith R. Baskin; for 

The American Jewish Archives (Fall-Winter 1996):245-250.  

 

"The Muwashshah-like Zajal:  A New Source for a Hebrew Poem," Medieval Encounters 1.2 

(1995):252-270.  Errata, 2.2 (1996). 

 

"Shem Tov Ardutiel's Battle of the Pen and Scissors" Hebrew Union College Annual 65 (1994): 

261-276. 

 

“The Muwashshah and the Borders of Scholarship,” Acta 19 (1994): 29-43. 

 

"The Current Debate on the Muwashshah," Prooftexts 9.2 (1989): 161-177. 

 

Review-essay, "Rebuilding the Sources, Resourceful New Builders," on Barry Holtz, Back to the 

Sources, Response 15.1 (1986): 95-98.   

 

Review-essay, "Alter  vs. Frye: Which Bible?" Prooftexts 4.1 (1984): 301-308.   

 

 

 

TRANSLATIONS 

 

 

“Yedaiah Bedersi’s Elef Alafin,” in Studies in Arabic and Hebrew Letters in Honor of Raymond P. 

Scheindlin, eds. Jonathan Decter and Michael Rand (NJ: Gorgias Press, 2007), 37-46. 

 

“Martyrs in the Rhineland: Rabbi Eliezer b. Nathan (“Raban”), O God, Insolent Men,” in Barbara 

H. Rosenwein, Reading the Middle Ages: Sources from Europe, Byzantium, and the Islamic World 

(Ontario: Broadview Press, 2006), 286-89. 

 

With Kamal Boullata and Mirène Ghossein, If Only the Sea Could Sleep: Love Poems by Adonis 

(København & Los Angeles: Green Integer, 2003).  

 

"The Jewish Martyrs of Blois," annotated translations and introduction; in Medieval Hagiography: 

A Sourcebook, ed. Thomas Head (Garland: 1999; NY & London: Routledge, 2001), 537-61. 

 

 Iya, by Shimon Ballas, in New Writing From Israel, ed. Ammiel Alcalay (NY: City Lights, 

1996):69-99.                                                                                                       

 

With Kamal Boullata, "Transformations of the Lover," by Adonis, Michigan Quarterly Review 31.4 

(1992): 620-623.    
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"We Were Like Those Who Dream:  Iraqi-Jewish Writers in Israel in the 1950's," by Reuven Snir, 

Prooftexts 11.2 (1991): 153-173. 

 

 

 

LECTURES AND CONFERENCE PAPERS 

 

 

“Recycling prayers in exile: A plague liturgy moves from Mallorca to the Maghreb,” International 

Medieval Congress at Leeds, Univ. of Leeds, July 4, 2023 (hybrid session, this paper remote). 

 

 “Revisiting Bubonic Plague in the Middle Ages A Conversation about New Research,” panel 

discussion, Brown University, with Brian Lander and Tyler Franconi, April 28, 2023. 

 

“Rats, Jews – and Plague?” Medieval Academy of America (Wash., DC), Feb. 23-25, 2023. 

 

“N.E. Alexander Celebration of Collections.”  Norman E. Alexander lecture series, Judaica 

Collection- Columbia University Libraries.  Organized by Michelle Chesner, Norman E. Alexander 

librarian for Jewish Studies, Nov. 14, 2022. [zoom] 

 

“Jews and rodents: Intersections,” Epidemics and the Environment in the Premodern World, 

symposium co-sponsored by the Pre-modern Research Forum Group and the Center for the 

Humanities, Temple University, September 30, 2022. [zoom] 

 

“City mouse and country mouse: Jews, rodents, and plague.” Rothschild Pentateuch symposium. 

UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in collaboration with the Getty Museum.  In 

person: April 4-5, 2022. 

 

“Jews, Rats, and Fleas:  New Perspectives on Plague,” Judaism and Public Health – Living in the 

Shadows of Pandemics.  Jewish Science & Medicine Group (JSMG), Arizona State University, 

March 27, 2022. [zoom] 

 

“Plague and prayer,” lecture, Klau Library, Hebrew Union College, February 2022. [zoom] 

 

“Abraham Catalano’s ‘Olam Hafukh and Jewish writing about plague,” invited class talk for Prof. 

Wendy Zierler, Hebrew Union College – NY (zoom). 

 

“Preaching in a Time of Plague: Solomon b. Isaac Marini in Padua (1630-31),” invited talk, 

Schoenberg Institute for Manuscript Studies, symposium on “Loss” organized by Lynn Ransom, 

Nov 17-19, 2021 (zoom). 

 

Panel discussion and interview with Aaron Howard, Houston Jewish Chronicle.  Rice University 

Jewish Studies and Houston JCC, April 7, 2021. (zoom) 
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Double lecture, scholar in residence series.  United Jewish Congregation, Hong Kong.  Friday 

March 12, 2021 (“Anti-Jewish Violence During the Black Death”) and Sunday March 14, 2021 

(“Plague liturgy”).  https://ujc.org.hk/community/scholar-in-residence/  (zoom) 

 

“Writing Plague.”  Wake Forest College, Dept. of Romance Studies.  March 10, 2021 (zoom). 

 

Commentator on paper by M. Janosikova, Early Modern Workshop (organizers: Francesca Bregoli, 

Joshua Teplitzky), Feb. 19, 2021 (zoom). 

 

“Writing Plague: Jewish Accounts of the Great Italian Plague (1630-31),” invited lecture series, 

Centre for Jewish Studies, SOAS, University of London.  Feb. 24, 2021 (zoom).   

 

“After the Black Death: Anti-Jewish Violence at Tárrega,” Temple University, Dec. 4, 2020 

(zoom). 

 

“Plague and Prayer: Jewish Responses to the Great Italian Plague (1630-31),” UConn Center for 

Judaic Studies in collaboration with University of Hartford’s Center for Jewish Studies.  Nov. 18, 

2020 (zoom). 

 

“Writing Plague,” Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, UCLA. November 9, 2020 

(zoom). 

 

“Jewish Responses to the Black Death,” University of Minnesota, Center for Medieval Studies and 

Center for Judaic Studies.  October 28, 2020 (zoom). 

 

“The Black Death and Beyond: Jewish Responses to Plague and Pandemic,” North Piner London 

Synagogue with consortium of London-area synagogues.  Tisha’ b’Av lecture, July 29, 2020 

(zoom). 

 

“Plague and Prayer: Jewish Plague Literature from Italy,” Hebrew University (Mt Scopus, 

Jerusalem), December 9, 2019. 
 

“Plague and Prayer:  Jewish Plague Liturgy from Medieval and Early Modern Italy,” invited 

conference paper, Death and Dying in Medieval Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  16th Annual 

Marco Symposium, University of Tennessee-Knoxville, April 5-9, 2019. 

 

“Plague and Prayer: Jewish Plague Liturgy from Medieval and Early Modern Italy,” Jewish Studies 

Faculty Work-in-Progress seminar, Brown University, March 14, 2019. 

 

“Plague and the Past: Memory of the Black Death in Early Modern Italian Jewish Sources.  

Conference paper, International Medieval Congress, Western Michigan University, May 10-13, 

2018. 

 

 “Managing Plague and Jews: A Medievalist’s Perspective on Plague Literature from the Ghetto.” 

Invited paper for conference on “Jewish Life in the Medieval Christian and Jewish Worlds,” Notre 

Dame University, April 22-23, 2018. 

 

https://ujc.org.hk/community/scholar-in-residence/
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“Plague Prose and Poetry from early modern Italy,” conference paper, Association for Jewish 

Studies, December 2017. 

 

Invited paper. “Medieval Perpetrator Trauma in the wake of anti-Jewish Violence,” conference on 

Torture, Abuse and Desecration in the Name of Religion, Brown University, RI. May 7-9, 2017. 

 

Invited lecture.  “Bone, Stone and Text: Anti-Jewish Violence in Tàrrega (1348),” Rice University, 

Dept. of History, March 23-25, 2017. 

 

 “Bone, Stone and Text: Tarrega 1348,” inaugural lecture sponsored by Medieval Studies and 

Center for Jewish Studies, Harvard University, September 27, 2016. 

 

 “Plague and the Good Death: Fourteenth-century Hebrew Epitaphs from Toledo,” invited lecture, 

Ludwig Maxmilien University, Munich, Germany, July 6, 2016. 

 

“The Libel and the Lamb.”  Invited conference talk, Blood Libels, Birkbeck College, London, June 

27, 2016. 

 

“Bone, Stone and Text: Jewish Responses to the Black Death,” International Congress on Medieval 

Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, May 2016. 

 

Judaic Studies Faculty seminar-workshop, The Plague Epitaphs of Toledo, Brown University, April 

28, 2016. 

 

“The Plague Epitaphs of Toledo.”  University of Connecticut Humanities Center fellowship talk, 

February 25, 2016. 

 

Paper, “Hebrew Laments Commemorating Pastoureaux Violence in 1320,” International Congress 

on Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI. May 14-17, 2015. 

 

Invited lecture, “Anti-Jewish Violence and the Pastoureaux: The Case for Medieval Trauma,” 

Brown University, April 15, 2015. 

 

Respondent and conference summation. Conference entitled “Beyond the Elite,” sponsored by the 

Hebrew University and Israel Institute for Advanced Study, Jerusalem, Israel. Feb. 23-26, 2015. 

 

Plenary.  “The Libel of the Lamb: Violence and Medieval Metaphor,” International Congress on 

Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, May 9, 2014. 

 

Keynote, Invited presentation, “The Libel and the Lamb,” Seminar/Workshop, Dartmouth 

Medieval Studies Program, Dartmouth University, Hanover, NH, Nov. 2, 2013. 

 

Paper, conference organized by Universitaet Heidelberg, Central European University and the 

University of Nantes.  Conference title: “Religious and Ethnic Identities in the Process of 

Expulsion and Diaspora Formation (12th-17th Centuries)”.  June 5-8, 2013 (Budapest).  In absentia. 
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Paper, Association for Jewish Studies, session title:  “Mapping Readership: New Directions in 

Medieval Jewish Culture.”  Paper title: “Crescas Caslari and Arnau of Vilanova: Translation or 

Authorship?”  December 2012 (Chicago). 

 

Paper, “A Death in Wisdom’s Court:  Poetry and Martyrdom in Late Medieval Castile.” 

Conference sponsored by the Medieval Institute and History Department of Notre Dame 

University, in honor of John van Engen.  March 9-10, 2012. 

 

Paper – same talk, Conference on “Religious Criticism and the Growth of Knowledge: The 

Brighter Side of Inter-religious Debates in Medieval Europe.”  Organized by Gad Freudenthal 

(Univ. of Geneva) and Harvey James (Ben Gurion University, Israel), Geneva, Switzerland, 

February 2012. 

 

 “An Old French Translation of a Hebrew Piyyut,” Conference on Latin and Vernacular 

Translations of Hebrew Texts in the 12th and 13th Century, University of Rühr, Bochum Germany, 

organized by Elisabeth Hollender and Goerge Hasselhoff, September 20-21, 2011. 

 

Paper, “Prison Prologues: Jewish Writing from Prison in Aragon and Provence,” 46th International 

Congress of Medieval Studies (Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI), May 12-15, 2010. 

 

Lecture, “Seeing the Blind,” Medieval Studies Program, Yale University, October 28, 2010. 

 

Lecture, “Seeing the Blind,” Jewish Studies Program, Wesleyan University, October 7, 2010. 

 

Lecture, “When the Ending Comes First:  The Death of Meir Alguades,” CUNY Graduate Center 

conference on Coexistence in Early Modern Europe, organizers Richard McCoy and Claire Carroll, 

April 23, 2010. 

 

Lecture, “Seeing the Blind: Misreadings of the Jewish Past,” Delaware Valley Medieval 

Association, Temple University, April 17, 2010. 

 

Lecture, “Mercury’s Scribes” (revised as “Seeing the Blind”), NY Public Library Cullman Center 

for Writers & Scholars, April 14, 2010. 

 

Paper, “Jewish Poetry and Physicians: The Poem of Moses de Roquemaure”, Medieval Academy 

of America, Yale University, March 18-20, 2010. 

 

Lecture, “Meir Alguades: History and Poetry,” Ludwig Maxmilien University, Munich, Germany, 

January 20, 2010. 

   

Paper, “Meir Alguades: Revisiting the Sources,” conference on “Religion and Law in the Global 

Middle Ages,” Center for Medieval Studies, University of Minnesota, October 25, 2009 

(forthcoming). 

 

Paper, “Moses Rimos: Poetry, Poison and History,” International Congress of Medieval Studies, 

Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, May 11, 2009. 
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Lecture, “A Lament for Moses Rimos: Poetry, Poison, and History,” University of Michigan, 

November 14, 2008.  

 

Paper, “From Paris to Avignon: A French-Jewish physician in the Papal Court,” conference titled 

“Science and Philosophy in Ashkenazi Culture: Rejection, Toleration and Accommodation,” 

Institute for Advanced Study and the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, Jan. 8-10, 2008. 

 

Paper, “Theory and Praxis: A Jewish Physician’s Approach to Christian Learning,” Association for 

Jewish Studies, 39th annual conference, Dec. 16-18, 2007, Toronto, ONT. 

 

Lecture, “Memories of Exile: Jewish Poetry from Medieval Provence,” conference (“The 

Persistence of Philology”), University of Toronto, March 15-17, 2007. 

 

Plenary Lecture, “Recall from Exile: Literature, Memory and Medieval French Jews (1306),” 

conference commemorating the 700th anniversary of the expulsion of French Jews, Princeton 

University, October 19-20, 2006. 

 

Lecture, “Physicians, Poetry and the Plague: Jacob b. Solomon of Avignon,” Hochschule für 

Judische Studien, Heidelberg, Germany, July 19, 2006. 

 

Paper, “Peretz Trabot: A Hebrew Poet, the Expulsion of 1394, and Memory in Exile.” International 

Medieval Congress at Western Michigan University, 4-7 May 2006, Kalamazoo. 

 

Lecture, “Refrains in Exile: Jewish Poetry from northern Italy.”  Northwestern University, Chicago.  

March 2006. 

 

Lecture, “Beginning with Alef: Poetry and the Expulsion of the Jews from France (1306).” Judaic 

Studies Program, Princeton University, March 23, 2005. 

 

Lecture, “Isaac haGorni: the Man, the Myth, and the Manuscript.”  Institute for Advanced Study, 

November 15, 2004.  A similar version of this talk was given at Boston University, February 23, 

2005. 

 

Lecture, “A New Look at a Hebrew Star: Isaac haGorni and MS Munich Cod. Heb.128.” 

University of Pennsylvania, History of Material Texts Seminar, November 8, 2004. 

  

Paper,  “Beginning with Alef : Hebrew mono-letter poems from medieval Provence.” Medieval 

Hebrew Poetry Colloquium (under the aegeis of the European Association for Jewish Studies). Aix-

en-provence, June 2004. 

 

Paper,   “A Proper Diet: Medicine and History in Crescas Caylar’s Esther (1327).” 39th 

International Congress on Medieval Studies. Kalamazoo, MI, May 2004. 

 

Lecture,  “Jewish Poetry & the Expulsion from France,” Medieval Club of NY, April 4, 2003.              

 



 11 

Lecture, “God’s Forgotten Sheep: Jewish Poetry and the Expulsion from France (1306).”  Shelby 

Cullom Davis Center for Historical Studies, Princeton University, February 14, 2003. 

 

Lecture, “Martyrdom, Exile, and Idealized Biography: Jewish Poetry from Medieval 

France.” Ohio State University, Center for Medieval & Renaissance Studies.  Nov. 15, 2002. 

 

Paper, “The Poetry of Expulsion: Reuven b. Isaac and the Expulsion of 1306.” Leeds International 

Medieval Congress, Univ. of Leeds, Leeds, UK, July 2002. 

 

Paper, “Holy Week Violence:  Ritual and Mouvance,” International Medieval Congress, Western 

Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, May 2002. 

 

Paper, “Hebrew Poems for the ‘Day of Shutting In,’” Colloquium on Medieval Hebrew Poetry, 

sponsored by the European Association of Jewish Studies (EAJS); University of Granada, Granada, 

Spain, Feb. 10-13, 2002.  

 

Lecture, “On the Borders of Exile: Hebrew Poetry from France and the Expulsion of 1306,” 

Columbia University, NY; Nov. 10, 2001. 

 

Paper, “Jewish Martyrological Poetry and Conversion in Medieval Northern France,” Ohio State 

University conference on Rabbinic Culture and its Critics: Jews, Heretics, Apostates, and Others, 

Oct. 20, 2001.  

 

Paper, “Once and Future Thoughts on the Hebrew King Artus,” 36th International Congress on 

Medieval Studies (Kalamazoo, MI), 3-6 May 2001. 

 

Lecture, "Trial by Fire: Burning Jewish Books in Medieval Jewish History and Literature," Trinity 

University, San Antonio, TX, April 9, 2000. 

 

Paper, "The Voice from the Fire: Hebrew Martyrological Literature from Medieval Europe," 

Shelby Collum Davis Center, Princeton University, Dec. 3, 1999. 

 

Paper, "Behold the Fire Does Not Burn Us: The Blois Laments (1171)," International Medieval 

Congress, Western Michigan State University, Kalamazoo, May 1999. 

 

Lecture, "The Representation of Women in Hebrew Martyrology of the Middle Ages," Tel Aviv 

University, April 12, 1999. 

 

Lecture, "Jewish Martyrs and Texts" Center for Advanced Jewish Studies, University of 

Pennsylvania, March 3, 1999.  

 

Paper: "Jonathan and the Magic Book That Failed," European Association for Jewish Studies, 

Toledo (Spain), July 17, 1998.          

 

Paper: "The Troyes Elegies: Comparing Jewish Martyrs in Hebrew and Old French" International 

Medieval Congress, Western Michigan State University, Kalamazoo, May 1998. 
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Paper, "Medieval Representations of Martyrdom in Prose and Verse," Association for Jewish 

Studies, Boston, MA, Dec. 1996. 

 

Paper, "Pucelina of Blois: Women Martyrs and Narrative Conventions," Midwest Jewish Studies 

Colloquium, Ohio State Univ., May 1996. 

 

Paper, "A Sense of Self: Literary Features of Hebrew Martyrological Piyyut in the 12th-13th 

Centuries," Association for Jewish Studies, Boston MA, Dec. 1995. 

 

Paper, "Questions of Genre and Style in Medieval Hebrew Martyrology," National Association of 

Professors of Hebrew, Orlando, FLA, May 1995. 

 

Paper, "Narrative Structure in Shimon Ballas' Iya," National Association of Professors of Hebrew, 

Berkeley, CA, May 1994.  

 

Paper, "Shem Tov Ardutiel and Medieval Techniques for Representing Interiority," Southern 

Comparative Literature Conference, Winthrop College, Rock Hill, SC, October 1992.  

 

 

REVIEWS 

 

Forthcoming.  Review: Karras, Ruth, Thou Art the Man: The Masculinity of David in the 

Christian and Jewish Middle Ages  (Phila: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2021).  Speculum July 

2023. 

 

Forthcoming, Review:  Baumgarten, Elisheva, Biblical Women and Jewish Daily Life in the 

Middle Ages (Phila: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2022).  CCAR Journal. 

 

Review: Kushelevksy, Rella et al., Tales in Context: Sefer ha-ma’asim in Medieval Northern 

France. ( Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 2017)  AJS Review 44.2 (2020): 429-32. 

 

Review. Cohn, Samuel, Jr. Epidemics: Hate and Compassion from the Plague of Athens to AIDs. 

Samuel K. Cohn, Jr.  (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2018). The English Historical Review.  

Early publication (pre-print) at  https://doi.org/10.1093/ehr/cez403, appearing 12 Dec. 2019. Print: 

Vol. 135, Issue 572 (Feb 2020): 159-61.                                                 

 

Jordan, William C.  The Apple of His Eye: Converts from Islam in the Reign of Louis IX.    

Princeton: Princeton University Press 2019.  Medieval Encounters 25 (2019): 425-32. 

 

Yeshaya, Joachim. Poetry and Memory in Karaite Prayer.  Leiden: Brill 2014.  The Medieval 

Review, TMR 15.09.31. 

 

Szpiech, Ryan.  Conversion and Narrative: Reading and Religious Authority in Medieval Polemic  
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